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California operates three separate public systems for postsecondary
education: two-year community colleges (see Card 38), the fouryear
California State University (CSU) system, and the more selective
fouryear University of California (UC) system.

Eligibility for Admissions

CSU and UC

Eligibility to enter either system is based on the successful
completion of 15 one-year college prep (referred to as “a-g")
courses, high school grades, performance on college admissions
exams, advanced course work, and personal attributes.

Periodically both CSU and UC change their eligibility requirements
and their admissions review process and criteria. For example, UC
has said it plans to raise its minimum grade point average (GPA) from
2.8 t0 3.0 beginning with the class entering i fall 2007. The GPA
is based on all “a-g" courses taken in 10th and 11th grades.

Required College Prep Courses (“a-g"):
(a) Two history/social science (world and U.S.);
(b) Four English language arts;
(c) Three math (through Algebra Il or Integrated Math Ill);
(d) Two laboratory science (two different disciplines);
(€) Two foreign language (same language);
(f) One visual/performing arts;
(g) One elective from the above subjects.

Eligibility in the Local Context (ELC)

Under ELC, the top 4% of each California high school's graduating
senior class—based on their grades in and successful completion
of college preparatory classes—are granted admission to UC. The
program, which began in fall 2001. is designed to attract students
from schools that historically have sent few graduates to UC.
Altogether 22% of 2002 public high school graduates who enrolled
in UC in fall 2002 entered through this program.

Early Assessment Program (EAP)
‘This CSU program helps determine coliege readiness for high school
juniors. (See Card 26.)

College Admissions Tests
CSU and UC require admissions tests that measure reasoning
ability and abstract thinking. UC also requires achievement tests
in specific academic subjects, such as chemistry.

Beginning with the class entering in fall 2006, the testing re-
quirements for UC and CSU are as follows:
» the ACT Assessment (and, for UC, the new ACT Writing Test), or
« the new SAT | (critical reading, mathematics, and writing).
In acdition, UC requires two SAT Il Subject Tests in different subject
areas. To determine eligibility, UC will weight equally each of the three
components of the SAT | and the two SAT Il Subject Tests. UC also
has a method to equate the new SAT | with the ACT tests.

In 2005, 50% of California’s graduating seniors took the SAT as
compared to the U.S. average rate of 49%, according to the College
Board. The mean (or average) score for the verbal section (critical
reading) was 504 and for math 522. The U.S. mean scores were
508 and 520, respectively.
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| CSU/UC ELIGIBILITY RATES BY ETHNIC GROUP

(based on successful completion of "a-g" courses)

2002-03  2003-04

| “African American 243% 25.1%
| Asian 56.0% 56.2%
Filipino 43.7% 44.8%
‘ Hispanic/Latino 215% 21.7%
Native American/Alaskan Native 23.0% 22.3%
Pacific Islander 25.4% 27.2%
White 30.0% 39.5%
| Multipe/ o Response 24.1% 26.9%
| Total Eligible 33.5% 33.7%

| Date: Catfornia Department of Education (CDE)
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Eligibility and reported a—g completions

CSU/UC ELIGIBILITY RATES BY ETHNIC GROUP

(based on successful completion of “a-g" courses)
' 2002-03  2003-04 .
African American 24.3% 25.1%
Asian . 56.0% 56.2%
Filipino 43.7% 44.8%
Hispanic/Latino 21.5% 21.7%
Native American/Alaskan Native 23.0% 22.3%

Pacific Islander 25.4% 27.2%
White 39.0% 39.5%

Muitiple/No Response 24.1% 26.9%

Total Eligible 33.5% 33.7%
Data: California Department of Education (CDE)
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Eligibility and reported a—g completions
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